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Marketing and trade / Socio-economics
Before the advent of mechanized transport the horse played a very important role in transportation, was vital in military operations and was used for draught power in agriculture and mining. Heavy losses as a result of AHS were therefore very disruptive and experienced very negatively. Although horses are nowadays seldom used for these purposes, many have considerable monetary value as performance horses or animals used for other forms of recreation.
Up to the late 1950s, it was thought that South Africa had exported (by sea) close to 350 000 horses to other parts of the world, largely in support of the war effort during the first and second World Wars. The outbreak of AHS in the Middle East in 1959 raised global fears of AHS and an embargo on the movement of horses out of Africa was put in place for the next four decades. The exception was the USA which accepted horses from Africa on the basis of a 60-day post arrival vector-proof quarantine. 
Following a combined initiative of the broader equestrian industry, scientific and veterinary sectors, the European Union (EU) ratified the South African Horse Export Protocol in 1997 and South Africa has since exported close to 1000 horses from Kenilworth Quarantine Station in the AHS-Free Zone in Cape Town worth an estimated R250 million per annum. Since then, there have been five outbreaks of AHS in the AHS surveillance zone. Every time this has led to the temporary suspension of imports from South Africa to the EU. Consequently, the Directorate of Animal Health of the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) formally applied to a number of South Africa’s trading partners to consider a protocol that would allow direct imports from Cape Town during the low-vector season. The application is based on the 2008 version of the OIE AHS Code with the offer of equivalence which is summarized as follows:
· Export during the low risk time of the year (80 days after last case).
· Export only from the AHS-Free Zone.
· Continuous residence in vector-proof quarantine station.
· Limited exercise under vector protection.
· Additional testing, including real-time RT-PCR (in process of OIE validation).
Revisions to the 2008 version of the OIE AHS code will address the risk posed by AHS to importing countries. Changes that will, most likely, be adopted at the 2012 OIE General Assembly will introduce the following principles:
· Official OIE recognition of AHS.
· South Africa to define own control measures as accepted by the OIE.
· Pre-export quarantine to be significantly reduced with testing (RT- PCR).
· If an outbreak occurred in the AHS Controlled Area (Containment Zone), it will be possible to resume exporting 80 days after the last case of AHS was confirmed.
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